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Fall 2013

Email:  pilchman@chapman.edu
Office Hours: Jazzman’s Café,  MW 11-12 AM

Course Description:

Official Description: An introduction which teaches the skills necessary for distinguishing between correct and incorrect reasoning. Methods will be taught which can help one to reason more persuasively and to write more clearly. A focus on interpreting arguments in everyday English plus a study of conclusive methods for testing the correctness of reasoning. (Offered every year.) 3 credits.
Learning Outcomes:
GE Learning Outcome: 

· Students will be able to articulate how values and ethics inform human understanding, structures, and behavior.
SLO2: Critical Reasoning

· Ability to construct and analyze complex arguments, and distinguish good reasoning from bad.

SLO 3L:  Logic

· Ability to demonstrate knowledge about and skill in deductive or inductive reasoning.

Course Format:
· Class sessions will be a combination of lecture, brief problem sets, and discussion.

Required Texts: 

Critical Thinking (10th edition) by Moore and Parker 

Course Requirements:
Reading Assignments:

· Below is the schedule indicating what material will be covered in each class session.  

· You are expected to have read the assigned readings by the time you arrive at class on the day for which the reading is scheduled

· Lectures are designed to supplement the reading assignments, not replace them.

(5%) Attendance and Participation (5%)

(20%) Homework Packets 

· Due after every peer grading day (Usually Fridays)

· DO NOT SIGN YOUR NAME!!! Instead, put only your student ID number.

· Will not be accepted without Peer Grading Marks

· Will not be accepted if not STAPLED
(20%) First Midterm (9/20)

· To cover Ch 1-4.

(20%) Second Midterm (10/25)

· To cover Ch. 5-8.

(35%) Final 

· This will be a comprehensive exam.
Grading Scale: 

Final %

Grade
90-100
A

80-89
B

70-79

 
  C

60-69

 
  D

< 60

  
  F

Exam grades will not be curved.  A grade of “A” is a possible outcome for each student in this course.

Other Important Considerations that May Affect Your Grade:   

i) Make every effort to attend class. This class is designed to be a relatively easy “B” if you (a) read the material carefully before class, and (b) you attend every class. If you miss class, ask a classmate about any assignment instructions, due dates, and/or exam schedules you may have missed information about.  You are responsible for finding out if you missed anything important during your absence and for being present on exam dates.
ii) Make every effort to be at class on time.  If you must be late, enter as quietly and inconspicuously as possible - don’t distract others who have arrived on time. 

iii) Participation, both oral and written, is required for this course.  This course is interactive by nature and is not merely a lecture course (although I will lecture regularly).  If you are uncomfortable with participation, this may not be the class for you (although I attempt to make the participation as painless, albeit as challenging, as possible).

iv) Please be respectful of your fellow students, and work to help one another succeed.

v) Any student who wishes to drop the course is responsible for dropping himself or herself.  If you neglect to drop the course by the required deadline (see the official course schedule), you will receive a failing grade.

vi)  If you have a disability and will require special accommodations, please notify me soon after the start of classes.  Any request for special accommodations must be accompanied by proper documentation.

vii) Do not get behind in the reading or work for this course.  The material for this class is extremely cumulative.  If you get behind, this will only snowball and it will be very difficult to get caught up.  If you do get behind for whatever reason, make every effort to get caught up right away. 

iix) Any form of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism: I encourage studying together but I expect that assignments handed in will be your own original work.  Except when specifically assigned as such, I will not accept group efforts.  If I find that the answers in two or more assignments or exams are too similar then none of the answers in question will receive any points. If you are found plagiarizing or cheating in any way on any of the exams or assignments, you will be dismissed from this class with a grade of “F” and face a referral to your college’s dean. 

1.  Chapman University’s Academic Integrity Policy:

“Chapman University is a community of scholars which emphasizes the mutual responsibility of all members to seek knowledge honestly and in good faith.  Students are responsible for doing their own work, and academic dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated anywhere in the university.  At their discretion the faculty may submit student work to plagiarism detection software, such as Turnitin for review.”

2. Chapman University’s Students with Disabilities Policy:

“In compliance with ADA guidelines, students who have any condition, either permanent or temporary, that might affect their ability to perform in this class are encouraged to contact the Office of Disability Services.  If you will need to utilize your approved accommodations in this class, please follow the proper notification procedure for informing your professor(s).  This notification process must occur more than a week before any accommodation can be utilized.  Please contact Disability Services at (714) 516-4520 if you have questions regarding this procedure, or for information and to make an appointment to discuss and/or request potential accommodations based on documentation of your disability. Once formal approval of your need for an accommodation has been granted, you are encouraged to talk with your professor(s) about your accommodation options.  The granting of any accommodation will not be retroactive and cannot jeopardize the academic standards or integrity of the course.”

Equity and Diversity:
Chapman University is committed to ensuring equality and valuing diversity. Students and professors are reminded to show respect at all times as outlined in Chapman’s Harassment and Discrimination Policy:http://tinyurl.com/CUHarassment-Discrimination. Any violations of this policy should be discussed with the professor, the Dean of Students and/or otherwise reported in accordance with this policy.

Course Schedule:

NOTE: Homework sections listed are only suggestions to help you keep pace. 

NOTE: Do ALL problems in assigned homework sections unless otherwise specified. 

	Week #
	Monday
	Wednesday
	Friday

	1
	8/26 

Ch 1: 1.1, 1.3, 1.4
	8/28

Ch 1: 1.5, 1.16
	8/30

Ch 2: 2.2, 2.3

	2
	9/2

HOLIDAY 
	9/4

Ch 2: 2.4, 2.7, 2.10
	9/6

Peer Grading

	3
	9/9

Ch 3: 3.1, 3.2, 3.7
	9/11

Ch 3: 3.3, 3.8, 3.10
	9/13

Ch. 4: 4.1, 4.2
, 4.3 (list 5) , 4.4 (list 5), 4.7 

	4
	9/16

Ch 4: 4.15, 4.17 (Find 1), 4.18 (find 1) 
	9/18 

Peer Grading
	9/20

FIRST MIDTERM

	5
	9/23

Ch 5: 5.1, 5.2, 5.7, 5.8, 5.9
	9/25

Ch 5: 5.5, 5.15, 5.16
	9/27

Peer Grading

	6
	9/30

Ch 7: 7.1
	10/2

Ch 7: 7.3, 7.4, 7.5
	10/4
Peer Grading

	7
	10/7

Ch 8: 8.1, 8.3
	10/9

Ch 8: 8.2 (translate and venn diagram 1-10 only)
	10/11

Ch 8: 8.4, 8.9

	8
	10/14

Ch 8: 8.11
	10/16

Peer Grading
	10/18

SECOND MIDTERM

	9
	10/21

Ch 9: 9.1
	10/23

Ch 9: 9.2, 9.3 (1 & 2)
	10/25

Ch 9: 9.4 (symbolize), 9.6

	10
	10/28 See footnote
Ch : 9.7, 9.8
 
	10/30

Ch 9: Peer Grading
	11/1

HOLIDAY

	11
	11/4

Ch 9: None
	11/6

Ch 9: 9.9, 9.10
	11/8

Ch 9: None

	12
	11/11

Ch 9: 9.11, 9.12, 9.13
	11/13

Ch 9: 9.16, 9.17, 9.18 (1&2)
	11/15

Peer Grading

	13
	11/18

Ch 10: 10.2, 10.3, 10.6
	11/20

Ch 10: 10.16, 10.26, 10.30
	11/22

Peer Grading

	14
	11/25

Ch 12: 12.1, 12.2, 12.4
	11/27

HOLIDAY
	11/29

HOLIDAY

	15
	12/2

Ch 12: 12.6, 12.14 
	12/4

Peer Grading 
	12/6

Final Review

	FINALS
	For 9AM Class:

Tue, Dec 10, 1:30 pm
	For 10AM Class:

Wed, Dec 11, 10:45am
	


�  Note for Section 4.2: Rate each on a scale from 1 (least credible) to 5 (most credible)


� If the argument is invalid, include a list of truth-values for the terms in that interpretation (ex. P=T, Q = F, S = F, etc).






