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Catalog Description:
   
 

Students examine some of the most urgent contemporary moral problems based on the insights of major thinkers in the history of philosophical thinking about morality. Practical topics may include abortion, the death penalty, world hunger, and the environment. (Offered every semester.) 3 Credits

Student Learning Outcomes

· Values and Ethical Inquiry (7VI): 

· Students will be able to articulate how values and ethics inform human understanding, structures, and behavior.

· Social Inquiry (7SI): 

· Students will be able to identify, frame and analyze social and historical structures and institutions in the world today.

· SLO 1: WRITING

· Ability to state and support a thesis, apply knowledge of critical reasoning, accurately interpret philosophic sources, and clearly communicate a balanced account in writing.

· SLO 2: CRITICAL REASONING

· Ability to construct and analyze complex arguments, and distinguish good reasoning from bad.

· SLO 3E: Ethics

· Ability to demonstrate knowledge of some of the most important figures and theories in philosophical ethics.

Appropriate Texts (All Mandatory)

Mill, J.S., Utilitarianism. ed. Gregor Sher. Hackett. 2001.

Kant, I. Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals. ed. Mary Gregor. Introduction by Christine Korsgaard. Cambridge University Press. 1997.

Aristotle. The Nicomachean Ethics. trans. Terence Irwin. Hackett Press. 1999. 

Reading Schedule

The following is the list of assigned readings that we will follow this semester. You are expected to have read the listed material before the day that it is listed. This will allow us to be on the same page during class.

Readings not from the main texts will be available online through BlackBoard.

	Date
	Topic
	Reading Due Today

	1/28
	Introduction, Syllabus, Choose Topics
	None

	1/30
	3 Questions: Punish, Euth., Animals
	None

	2/1
	Vocabulary, Reading Philosophy
	None

	2/4
	Utilitarianism, Bentham
	“Princip. of Utility” Online

	2/6
	Utilitarianism, Mill
	Mill Ch. 2

	2/8
	Why should you be a Utilitarian? Mill
	Mill Ch. 4

	2/11
	Euthanasia
	“Karen Quinlan” Online

	2/13
	Animals
	“Utilit. and Veg…” Online

	2/15
	Punishment
	BP Liability Trial, Online

	2/18
	Criticisms of Utilitarianism
	Ivan’s Challenge, Online

	2/20
	Criticisms of Utilitarianism
	GW, vii-xv

	2/22
	Transition to Deontology
	GW, xv-xxx

	2/25
	GW1, Good will, freedom, duty
	GW Section 1

	2/27
	GW1, Good will, freedom, duty
	GW Section 1

	3/1
	Cancelled
	Cancelled

	3/4
	GW2, Maxims, universalization
	GW Section 2

	3/6
	GW2, The CI, two formulations
	GW Section 2

	3/8
	GW2, Contradiction and the CI test
	GW Section 2

	3/11
	Euthanasia
	Review “Karen Quinlan”

	3/13
	Animals
	“Kant and Animals” Online

	3/15
	Punishment
	Review “BP Trial”

	3/18
	Mackie’s Critique of Moral Objectivism
	Mackie pp. 36-42, Online

	3/20
	Midterm Review
	None

	3/22
	Midterm
	None

	4/1
	Egoism and Game Theory
	Axelrod, “Tit for Tat” Online

	4/3
	Cultural Relativism
	Rachels, “The Challenge...” Online

	4/5
	Contractualism
	Singer pp. 362-367, Online

	4/8
	Discuss Paper Prompts
	None

	4/10
	Cancelled
	None

	4/12
	Cancelled
	None

	4/15
	Aristotle
	NE, Book 1

	4/17
	Aristotle 
	NE, Book 2

	4/19
	Aristotle
	NE, Book 7

	4/22
	Aristotle
	NE, Book 8

	4/24
	Aristotle
	NE, Book 9

	4/26
	Aristotle
	NE, Book 10

	4/29
	Application 1 – For
	TBA

	5/1
	Application 1 – Against
	TBA

	5/3
	Application 2 – For 
	TBA

	5/6
	Application 2 – Against 
	TBA

	5/8
	Application 3 – For 
	TBA

	5/10
	Application 3 – Against 
	TBA


Essential Facility:

Blackboard or whiteboard, overhead projector, and instructional media support for video.

Major Study Units:

This course focuses on three major traditions within the history of moral philosophy: Utilitarianism, Kantian Deontology, and Aristotelian Virtue Ethics. We will use three controversial contemporary moral problems – Euthanasia, Punishment, and Animal Rights – as foils for better understanding the theories, while simultaneously using the theories to better understand the problems. The course concludes with two weeks dedicated to applied topics selected by the students at the beginning of the quarter. 

1. Utilitarianism

a. Bentham

b. Mill

c. Applications and Criticisms

2. Kantian Deontology

a. Deontology Generally

b. The Categorical Imperative

c. Applications and Criticisms

3. Other Important Theories

a. Skepticism

b. Cultural Relativism

c. Contractualism

4. Aristotelian Virtue Ethics

a. Eudaimonia

b. The Ergon Argument

c. The Human Virtues

5. Two (or Three) Selected Applications

a. TBA

Pedagogical Methods:

Frequent feedback activities best allow an instructor to gauge student progress. By balancing reading, lecture, discussion and assessment, a flexible course can meet students’ needs while maintaining a challenging but manageable pace.

Oral Communication:  The class will be largely discussion oriented, with lecturing sufficient to establish the context and theoretical framework.  Some days are specially designated for discussion, to allow students to explore their own ideas.

Reading:  Reading assignments will emphasize primary texts and interdisciplinary readings.

Writing:  The course will require substantial student writing that demonstrates college-level proficiency, unity, coherence, and development, and conforms to assigned conventions for style and documentation. Brief and ungraded in-class writing assignments may be used to spur conversation.

Reasoning/Critical Thinking:  This course will require students to develop well-reasoned arguments and to identify, analyze, and evaluate arguments as they occur in their own or in others’ work.

Information and Technical Competence:  This course will require students to perform basic operations using personal computers.  Students will understand and apply basic research techniques, and locate, evaluate, and synthesize information from a variety of sources.  

Methods of Evaluation:

1. (5%) Attendance and participation in class discussions 

2. (25%) 10 Short Writing Assignments

3. (15%) Midterm – 3/22

4. (25%) Term Paper – Due 5/10, on last day of instruction

5. (30%) Final – Multiple Choice and Short Answer

Additional Requirements for Graduate Courses:

N/A

Turnitin.com

To deter plagiarism, all at-home written assignments will be submitted through turnitin.com.  As per the Chapman University Academic Integrity Policy, plagiarism will not be tolerated, and will result in penalties. You can access turnitin.com through the Chapman University Blackboard Portal.

Computer Policy:

The use of all computing devices is prohibited in class. This includes laptops, tablets, and cell phones. Audio recorders are permitted. If special circumstances apply, such as a medical condition, students may request special permission for exemption from this rule. 

Students with Disabilities

In compliance with ADA guidelines, students who have any condition, either permanent or temporary, that might affect their ability to perform in this class are encouraged to inform the instructor at the beginning of the term.  Upon recommendation from the Center for Academic Success, adaptations of teaching methods, class materials, including text and reading materials or testing may be made as needed to provide for equitable participation.

Chapman University Academic Integrity Policy

Chapman University is a community of scholars that emphasizes the mutual responsibility of all members to seek knowledge honestly and in good faith.  Students are responsible for doing their own work, and academic dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated anywhere in the university.

Prepared by Daniel Pilchman, Spring 2012

Last Revised by Daniel Pilchman, Spring 2012

Short Writing Assignments (10) (Due 5/10, by 11:59 pm on TurnItIn via BlackBoard)

Formal Expectations: 

· 200 words (About half a page, size 12, Times New Roman, double spaced)

· Students must do 10 of these by the end of the semester.

· Hard copy to be turned in at the end of class

· Electronic copy is also due on turnitin.com by the beginning of class.

· Student is “On Point” for any class for which an assignment is done.

Over the course of the semester, students are expected to write ten (10) brief assignments responding to the day’s readings. Each short assignment may take either of the following two forms: 

Option #1: Abstract

Summarize the reading due for the day. Be sure to emphasize the most important points, and skim over the less important details. Being able to identify which are most important and which are less so can be difficult, and is part of this assignment.

Option #2: Critical Response


Summarize a main point from the day’s reading. Do you agree or disagree with this point? Briefly give reasons why you agree or disagree. This is a good option if you feel like you didn’t “get” the reading, but want to engage with why that might be.

“On Point”

These assignments are due on the day for which the reading is assigned. On any day that a student chooses to turn in one of these assignments, that student is “On Point.” Students should be especially prepared to answer questions on these days, as I will expect them to be able to field questions and be involved in discussion. Ability to do so will be reflected in this portion of the grade.

Term Paper (Due 5/10, by 11:59 pm on TurnItIn via BlackBoard)

Choose ONE of the following prompts, and write an essay in response.

Formal Expectations:

· 1500-2000 words (this is about 5-7 pages, Times New Roman, double spaced)

· Be certain that you have addressed all parts of the prompt

· Present a clear thesis, and be sure to use topic sentences for every paragraph.

· Cite all sources both in text and at the end in a bibliography

· Citations should use either MLA or Chicago style

Option #1: With a little help from my friends


Can a person be a good person without being around other people? Some of our authors think so, while others do not. Identify one author who thinks that a person can be good without needing anything to do with other people, and present an argument on the basis of his theory why he believes this is so. Identify another author who thinks that a person must live a social life in order to live a good life, and present an argument on the basis of his theory why he believes this is so. Choose the one you think is most correct, and offer your own argument for why you think it is better than the other.

Option #2: Applying a theory of your choice to a topic of your choice


Identify and explain ONE moral theory (either utilitarianism, Kantian deontology, or virtue ethics). Then choose ONE real-life moral dilemma. This can be something we have discussed in class, or something that we have not but that you think is important. What judgment does this theory make about this dilemma? Why? What argument(s) or reason might someone use to object to this judgment? How might the theorist respond to that objection? (NOTE: If you choose to write about a topic that we did not discuss in class, students must get my permission to write on their proposed topic by April 26)

Option #3: Write your own prompt (Must be approved by 4/26)


You may write your own prompt. The formal expectations will be the same for these prompts as for both of the other options. All self-written prompts must be approved by me NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, APRIL 26. 



